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Mr. Green, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


{To accompany §S. Con. Res. 65] 


The Committee on Rules and Administration, to whom was re- 
ferred the concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 65) to create a joint 
congressional committee to make a full and complete study and 
investigation of all matters connected with the election, succession, 
and duties of the President and the Vice President, having considered 
same, report favorably thereon, without amendment, and recommend 
that the resolution be agreed to by the Senate. 

This concurrent resolution proposes the creation of a temporary 
joint congressional committee to study all aspects of the nomination, 
election, succession, and duties of the President and the Vice President 
from the time of their nomination until their terms of office expire. 
The purpose of such contemplated study is to achieve a sound basis 
for the submission and promotion of remedial legislation necessary 
to make the statutes certain and complete concerning Presidential 
elections, successions, and duties. 

All matters related thereto present legal problems and constitutional 
questions involving the fundamental concepts of the Federal Govern- 
ment which may > resolved adequately by Congress only after a 
thorough examination of the entire subject. To this end, a joint 
committee composed of 5 Senators and 5 Members of the House of 
Representatives would be established to look into Presidential and 
Vice Presidential functions and powers, as well as other matters 
related to their ability to discharge same, reporting back to Congress 
not later than June 30, 1956, the results of the committee’s studies, 
with recommendations and drafts of legislation to carry out any 
proposals recommended. The concurrent resolution carries with it 
an authorization for $25,000 to effectuate its purposes. 

It is proposed that any reports from the temporary joint committee 

emphasize the necessity for defining and determining matters 
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relating to the inability of a President to discharge his office, as well 
as presenting procedures whereby a President could be relieved of 
some of the heavy burdens which have been added to his duties over 
past decades. In this respect the President has been quoted as sug- 
gesting that Congress, advising with the Attorney General, sanstulty 
resolve many of the doubts now surrounding the problems of succes- 
sion presented by the disability of a President. The joint committee, 
in its studies, also would examine, but would not be confined to, such 
questions as— 

(1) The electoral college. 

(2) Nominations by national political conventions, and the 
convention processes. 

(3) Vacancies occurring in the nominations for President and 
Vice President. 

(4) The roles of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
in choosing a President or a Vice President. 

(5) The necessity of a constitutional amendment to resolve by 
popular vote, rather than by vote by the House of Representa- 
tives, the failure of candidates for President to receive a majority 
of electoral college votes. 

(6) The adequacy of the presidential succession law of 1947. 

(7) The differences, if any, between the status, powers, and 
tg of an elected President and an individual succeeding 

im to the office of President. 

(8) The feasibility of a new presidential election to coincide 
with the next election of the House of Representatives, when an 
individual succeeds to the Presidency during the first or second 
year of a term for which the President had been elected. 

(9) The nature, extent, and duration of the inability of a 
President to discharge his powers and duties, and how such 
inability shall be defined. 

(10) The relation of the Vice President to thes duties of the 
office of President during the inability of a President to discharge 
his office. 

(11) Provisions to define similar inabilities affecting the Vice 
President, or other individuals, acting during the inability of a 
President. 

(12) The differences between the status, powers, duties, and 
privileges of an elected President, and of any other individual 
executing his office during the President’s temporary disability. 

(13) The burdens now existing in the office of President, and 
whether or not the pressure of such burdens requires the establish- 
ment of an office of Executive Vice President; and 

(14) Review of the act of October 31, 1951, providing generally 
for the delegation of Presidential functicns. 
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